
Don Bauer
ILMS Co-Principal

Don Bauer is about to bow out. After 39 years in 
education, Mr. Bauer is retiring at the 

conclusion of this school year. He’s spent 19 
years being a steady, strict, but positive force at 
Indian Lake Middle School. 

“I think in this position you need to be tough. I’m 
not afraid of controversy or conflict. When it 

comes to these kids, I’ll fight for any one of them. When 
they have issues, I’ve always wanted to do nothing but help 

them.” 
Still, he says the time is right pass the torch. And he knows the staff 
and leadership at ILMS will remain strong and focused.  
“You can’t beat this staff. I’ve been in a lot of school districts. This 
staff is, by far, the most dynamic in terms of helping kids and 

families. There is always someone willing to step up and I’m im-
pressed with the work ethic they have.” 
After growing up in Perry, Ohio, and graduating from Bluffton 

College where he played football, Bauer began his career in 

education at Lima Shawnee. He went on to teach at Lima Senior, 
Allen County Juvenile Court and Upper Scioto Valley Schools, 

before coming to ILMS as the assistant principal. Along the way, he 
coached nearly every sport, except baseball, and earned his 

masters from the University of Dayton.  
Mr. Bauer has also served as a substitute bus driver for the IL 

district for many years. He plans to continue in retirement, as a 

driver for Buckeye Charter in Lima, where he sometimes works on 
weekends. He says he may drive on the annual 8th grade 

Washington, D.C. trip again, but he won’t chaperone or substitute 
teach! Bauer will also keep busy by helping his son fix up his new 
home and by preparing for his daughter’s upcoming wedding this 
fall. He looks forward to spending more time with his wife, Julie, and 
their families. He plans to hit the gym a bit more and try to develop 
more hobbies. Bauer says he looks forward to simply being a Laker 
fan and promises to come back to visit! 
“I’ll miss the kids. I won’t miss the early mornings or late nights, but 
I will miss those kids.” It's safe to say, he will be missed as well.
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